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these things were not yet despatched;3 and added, thate Over-
bury was like to come out within a few days, if Western did not
ply himself.' Montague took care not to breathe a syllable of
the worthless trash which Franklin had also sought to palm
off upon the examiners in hopes of obtaining a pardon, which
would have been sufficient to prove that no credit whatever
ought to be given to the most solemn declarations of so un^
blushing a liar.

The effort to show that Somerset had had any connection
whatever with the administration of poisons to Overbury having
Crew.s thus, according to our notions, thoroughly broken
argument. down? an(} not even an attempt having been made to
prove that he had so much as heard of the bribe which had
been given to the apothecary's boy, by whom the murder, as
far as we can judge, was actually effected, Serjeant Crew rose,
and took up the comparatively easy task of drawing inferences
from the subsequent proceedings of Somerset. His suppres-
sion of the letters which had been written at the time, his
authorising Cotton to misdate them so as to mislead the judges,
and his attempt to procure a pardon from the King, were un-
doubtedly indications that Somerset had done something of
which he was ashamed. But that they proved that he had
poisoned Overbury was another matter altogether, which Crew
himself could only take for granted.

Upon this the case for the prosecution was closed. In our
own day the counsel who would appear on behalf of the prisoner
would have little trouble in overthrowing the evidence which
had been produced. He would probably content himself with
pointing out, in a few short words, that no sufficient
Ssffoftte proof had been alleged that Overbury had ever
prosecution. been poisoned at ^ an(i that, if he had been, it had

certainly not been shown that Somerset had had anything what-
ever to do with the crime.                     *

How different was the case when Somerset stood at the bar
to reply to the charges which had been brought against him i

Difficulties    He knew that there were some amongst his Judges
of Somerset. w]10 }iac[ iong been prejudiced against him, and

tlut even if they came with the most  honest  intentions,